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Project Abstract:

Washington State in partnership with Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) and aging network providers will build on the new Tailored Caregiver Referral and Assessment (TCARE) protocol to screen, assess and serve seniors through single entry points for the purpose of delaying or avoiding nursing home placement and spend-down to Medicaid.  Services will be offered in a flexible menu promoting consumer choice funded by grant dollars, Older Americans Act and state funding.

We will target individuals at risk who have a family or informal caregiver as well as address consumers who do not have informal support.  We view this opportunity as a system change process, and will pilot services within the 18 month timeline while keeping the focus broad in scope.
Goal:  Identify and pilot system changes necessary for Washington State to divert or delay individuals from nursing home placement and spend-down to Medicaid.

Objectives: 1) define “imminent risk” for the target population; 2) modify tools and processes which screen and assess at-risk individuals; 3) pilot tools and processes in Single Entry Points (SEP) in four Public Service Areas (PSA); 4) refine existing services into a system of flexible consumer driven menu options; and 5) develop an evaluation process, including objective measurements and consumer satisfaction components.
Outcomes: 1) screen at-risk individuals through single entry points in four PSA’s; 2) 364 at risk individuals will delay or avoid nursing home placement and spend-down; 3) identify effective interventions that result in delay in nursing home placement and/or spend-down to Medicaid; and
4) have a credible methodology for determining and reporting cost avoidance and cost savings.
Products:  A final report including outreach materials, screening and assessment tools and evaluation tool.
